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Synopsis

The greatest love poetry in the English language provides the springboard for master playwrights’
never-before-published works about the triumphs and tragedies of the heart. The sonnets and plays
in Loves’ Fire are the seeds and fruit of an extraordinary project: seven sonnets by Shakespeare,
newly envisioned for the stage, in one-act plays by seven brilliantly gifted contemporary
playwrights.Shakespeare’s sonnets of romantic and sexual love are timeless, for they are not bound
to any particular setting or to either sex. These seven plays, each paired with the sonnet that
inspired it, are startling not only in the variety of their mood, content, and setting, but also in their
unusual interpretation. For example, Wendy Wasserstein’s version of Sonnet 94 is a one-act play
set in the Hamptons, where a well-to-do couple is getting ready for a society benefit; Eric Bogosian
creates a story of sexual jealousy and obsessiveness from Sonnet 118; and composer William Finn
has transformed Sonnet 102 into a song about an artist attempting to paint his lover -- and
failing.These seven new works, commissioned and produced by the Acting Company, will be
performed in June. Brought together in this slender volume with the sonnets, they form a unique
tribute to Shakespeare -- a rich and marvelously entertaining celebration of the modern playwrights’

adoration of the Bard.
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Customer Reviews

| saw this play in person, and just finished the book. Nothing better than great poetry made for our
time. Highly recomend for those who who've seen it, or heard a review. Some of the plays are

musical so they don’t translate well to paper. One drawback.



Love’s Fire embodies our perception of language. The spoken and unspoken voices of God, Love,
Nature, and Humanity become the essential elements in this collection of one acts. Riveting and
powerful, Love’s Fire demands to be performed. Not only is the language spoken by the actors and
heard by the audience, but the language of our contemporary masters blends with the master of
language himself, William Shakespeare. As Love’s Fire reinvigorates our grasp of language we
come to an understanding that poems, sonnets, books, plays, spiritual songs, or body movements
fuel the fire of love. An excellent piece of work by 7 masters who dedicated the collection to the

Bard.

Shakespeare’s inspired words talk to today’s audience through the intriguing interpretations of
master American playrights. Especially fascinating is John Guare’s "The General of Hot Desire".
These original works defy description...so read them...or better yet...perform them...and appreciate

these unique literary gems in all their splendor.

This book contains some magnificent meditations on the nature of love. If nothing else, | suggest
you buy it for "The General of Hot Desire," an interesting take on the nature of God’s interaction with

humanity throughout history.
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